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About SnapperSaver 
 

SnapperSaver is a handy tool developed by conservation-minded fishermen.  Our hope is that by combining a compact and easy-to-use 
venting tool with a very handy and effective hook extractor, we will increase use of proper venting techniques among bottom fishermen.  The 
combination tool eliminates the need to locate a separate venting tool, thus encourages venting thereby increasing survival percentages for 
released fish.  The venting tool, when properly used, is safe, fast, and effective.   

 
SAFETY FIRST!!! 

 
 

WARNING – PUNCTURE HAZARD 
This product is equipped with a sharp extendable needle.  Be sure to thoroughly read and understand all instructions 

prior to use.  Be sure safety device is properly installed per instructions prior to use.  Failure to use the tool as 
intended or without the safety device installed may result in puncture injury.  

 
To protect the user from accidental injury, the SnapperSaver tool comes equipped with a locking safety device (safety knob).       

 

 
 
 
 

 
The user must always ensure that the RED locking safety knob is installed prior to using the de-hooking tool.  Prior to using the venting 
function of the tool, remove the RED locking safety knob by rotating it counterclockwise.  Immediately after the fish venting operation is 
performed, always immediately replace the RED locking safety knob.  Never use the SnapperSaver tool for de-hooking (hook removal) or for 
any purpose other than venting unless the RED locking safety knob is installed in the correct position.  Never remove the RED locking safety 
knob until immediately prior to using the tool for fish venting, and always replace the RED locking safety knob immediately after venting the 
fish.  Spare RED locking safety knobs can be obtained from   www.snappersaver.com. 

The Safety Knob should be installed whenever the venting tool is not in use. 
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Venting Tool Safety 
 
The needle of the SnapperSaver is designed to retract when released; do not attempt to jam it in the exposed position.  Note that the 
SnapperSaver is equipped with a RED safety knob.  Remove the RED safety knob ONLY when preparing to vent a fish, and return the RED 
safety knob after venting the fish.  The RED safety knob is RED to remind you that a VERY SHARP needle comes out of the hole in the tail 
piece.  Never hold the SnapperSaver with the tail piece resting in your hand.  Never, ever, hold the SnapperSaver where the hole in the tail 
piece touches your skin or any other person or animals’ skin, other than a fish you intend to vent.  Especially, do not hold the SnapperSaver 
tool in such a way that the needle comes out in the palm of your hand if you depress the plunger.  Do not extend the plunger until the tool is 
in position on the side of the fish.  Release the plunger immediately after use, allowing the needle to return to the safe position. 
 
Needle Care – The SnapperSaver needle is attached to the tool with a standard right-hand thread.  The needle can be removed by extending 
the plunger and carefully unscrewing the needle counterclockwise, either with pliers or by clamping the needle in a vice and turning the 
handle of the tool.  The needle is very sharp, so exercise care when performing this operation.  The needle can be cleaned and replaced. If the 
needle is damaged, replacement needles are available from www.SnapperSaver.com.  Take care not to damage the threads in the plastic 
piston whenever performing this operation. 
 
Venting Procedure 
Fish that require venting are those that have a flotation bladder, and are caught in fairly deep water.  Mostly, we’re talking snappers, groupers, 
and sea bass.  Fish caught in 60 ft (18 m) or less normally should not require venting.   

 
 
 
The target area for the venting tool is the abdominal cavity, and the insertion point is right behind the pectoral fin, well below the spine of the 
fish.  Spray the tool with disinfectant prior to use.  Lay the fish sideways and orient the tool at about a 45 degree angle, sharp end towards the 
front of the fish.  The tailpiece of the SnapperSaver tool serves as a guide to orient the tool at the proper angle.  Pointing the needle towards 
the front should allow the needle to slide under the scales.  Press the tailpiece of the tool firmly against the target area of the fish, and push the 
slide forward with your thumb to insert the needle.  Stop penetration when you hear escaping gas.  Allow the needle to retract after the gas 
stops flowing.   

 
Using the De-hooker 

 
Important Safety Note:  Always ensure that the safety knob is installed prior to using the tool for hook extraction or for any purpose other 
than venting.  Re-install the safety knob immediately after completing fish venting operation. 
 
The SnapperSaver hook removal tool is a simple yet versatile device, allowing the user to remove a variety of hook types from a fish’s 
mouth.  Fish hooks can be oriented any which way inside a fish’s mouth, and extracting them sometimes requires some creativity.  With 
practice, the effectiveness of your SnapperSaver de-hooking tool will increase and allow you to remove hooks quickly and efficiently in 
virtually any hook orientation.  Please exercise care when removing the hooks from fish that are to be released, and if hook orientation is such 
that hook removal is difficult, use pliers or if the situation warrants, simply cut the line and leave the hook in.  Use whatever technique 
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presents the best chance for fish survival.  Here are some basic techniques for using your SnapperSaver tool that with practice, you can build 
on: 
 
 
 
 
 
The J-hook Drop – Highly effective on J-hooks that are accessible, the J-hook drop is the simplest removal technique.  Hold the tool like a 
sword in one hand, and the leader in the other.  Engage the rear radius on the hook shank.  Pick up the fish by the hook, then pull the leader 
down and the SnapperSaver up.  The fish’s own weight will pull the hook out.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1 – The J-hook Drop, Starting Position.  With the tool in one hand, the leader in the other hand, and the fish directly below 
the tool, engage the hook as shown. 
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The Forward End Twist – This technique is most effective when the hook is lodged in the corner of the fish’s mouth.  Hold the SnapperSaver 
like a sword in your good hand.  Hold the leader in the other hand, and with the fish horizontal on the deck, engage the forward radius onto 
the hook as shown in Figure 3.  The shaft of the tool should be perpendicular to the fish.  Twist the SnapperSaver towards the hook eye.  
Simply rotate the hook out opposite the way it went in. This technique is very effective on circle or J-hooks, provided the hook is oriented in 
an accessible area, such as the corner of the fish’s mouth.    

 
 
 
 

Figure 3 – The Forward End Twist.  Engage the hook as shown with the forward radius, and rotate the tool clockwise, 
towards the hook eye.   

Figure 2 – The J-hook Drop Finish Position.  Pull the leader downwards and pull in the opposite direction with the tool.  
A slight bounce will dislodge the hook. 
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The Reverse Twist – Reverse twist works best when the hook is around the rim of the fish’s mouth or not far inside it.  Hold the 
SnapperSaver in your good hand, and take a wrap of the leader around your other hand.  With the fish hanging on the leader, use the shaft of 
the tool to scoop the leader towards you, and slide the inside radius down onto the hook.  Pull the leader and the tool in opposite directions 
and twist the handle away from.  Reverse Twist is effective on both circle and J-hooks, though leader control becomes more critical: make 
sure you have a wrap around one hand and are pulling in opposite directions, as shown in Figure 4, before you twist.  Reverse Twist can be 

used on fish that are being released if the hook is accessible, though care should be taken using this method. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Launch – The launch is a savage move, best used to get the hooks from “keepers,” quickly.  The Launch is not recommended for fish that 
are to be released.  The utility of the SnapperSaver de-hooker really shines on those great days when the fish are coming into the boat so 
quickly that The Launch is an appropriate tactic.  The Launch is similar to the Reverse Twist in that you need a good wrap of the leader 
around your off-hand as you gather the hook up with the tool in the other hand and engage the hook as shown in Figure 4.  The difference is 
that you add a whirling motion with your arms to flip the fish over the leader to provide the hook-removing twisting motion.  With practice 
you can flip the fish, removing the hook and simultaneously firing the fish across the deck, completing a beautiful back-board shot off the lid 
and into the fish-box.   Although we don’t condone unnecessary fish violence, the unofficial record for “Launch Technique, Hardhead 
Catfish,” is 37’ 4”.   
 
A Final Note on Hook Removal:  SnapperSaver was developed by conservation-minded fishermen whose primary purpose is to reduce 
mortality in released fish.  The combination of an effective hook removal tool and a venting tool is intended to ensure that the tool is out and 
near-to-hand, thus encouraging venting of released fish.  However, although the tool is highly effective in numerous situations, hook 
placement in the fish’s mouth may be such that the hook can’t be removed without serious damage to the fish.  When appropriate, use other 
methods or tools – pliers, etc. - to remove the hook or simply cut the line with the hook still in place. Please use whatever technique offers the 
best chance of survival for the returned fish.  
 

Figure 4 – The hook twisting method used in Reverse Twist and Launch techniques.  Leader control is 
critical, especially for circle hooks.  For the Launch technique, the fish should go inside your arms and over 
the top of the de-hooker. 


